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WITH all appropriate modesty, it has to be recorded that the value of 
Searchlight’s work in monitoring and providing information on the extreme-right 
was proved during the recent General Election — not least of all through the 
exposure of the Conservative Party’s Stockton South candidate, Thomas 
Finnegan, as a former activist and parliamentary candidate for the National 
Front. 

As a matter of course, Searchlight staff trawled the pool of individuals 
contesting the election to establish if any candidates for the major parties had 
backgrounds in far-right politics. The biggest fish, of course, turned out to be 
Finnegan, who lost the Stockton seat by just over 100 votes to the SDP’s Ian 
Wrigglesworth, after Searchlight had turned over its information to the Daily 
Mirror. In Newcastle Central, controversy raged over allegations that the 
Conservative candidate, Piers Merchant, had earlier been involved with the far- 
right National Democratic Party, and Searchlight was able to produce 
background material on the NDP and provide the press with the names of NDP 
contacts who were active at the same time that Merchant was alleged to have been 
involved. It is a measure of the extent to which the far-right has increased its 
influence amongst parliamentary candidates that Searchlight staff were kept 
frenetically busy during the campaign checking and making available 
information about candidates’ backgrounds. And, despite the trend two years 
ago, which we investigated and exposed, of extreme right-wingers turning up in 
the Social Democratic Party, it has to be said that the problem is now almost 
exclusively one for the Conservatives. Our lengthy election report in this issue 
gives a flavour of the people who are now returning to conservatism from the 
fringes of right-wing extremism. 

Credit is due, of course, to those Conservative leaders, principally Sir Keith 
Joseph and Nigel Lawson, who refused to share a platform with Finnegan in 
Stockton. But they might now pause and consider exactly why it is that Finnegan, 
and many like him, have been drawn back from the lunatic fringes. And well- 
known ‘dries’ like Joseph and Lawson might also consider how much they have 
contributed to creating within the Conservative Party a climate in which the right- 
wing prodigals feel at home. 

The problem is not confined to a few shady characters with skeletons in their 
wardrobes. Thatcher’s victory has drafted into the Commons a new generation of 
young, hard-nosed Tory right-wingers, on whose backs she may carry through 
the rupture with traditional Conservative philosophy upon which she is hell-bent. 
This sea-change, and the apparently inexorible drift towards it since 1979, is what 
has made the party once again a pole of attraction for the far-right, and, 
incidentally, decimated the electoral prospects of the far-right parties. Buster 
Mottram, formerly an NF member, now back within the Conservative fold, 
recently told a television audience that his views had not been modified at all — it 
was the Conservative Party which had changed. And the fact that even after his 
exposure, almost 20,000 Conservative supporters in Stockton South were still 
prepared to cast their votes for Thomas Finnegan, is a dramatic confirmation of 
this view. 
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FINNEGAN’S WAKE 


If the General Election did nothing 
else, it brought to wide public attention 
for the first time the extent to which 
the Conservative Party is once again a 
place where figures from the extreme 
right may feel at home. 

The biggest far-right fish fried during the 
campaign was the prospective candidate for 
Stockton South, Thomas Finnegan. 
Searchlight was able to provide proof that 
he was the same Thomas Finnegan who had 
twice contested a Birmingham constituency 
for the National Front in 1974, and the 
story was broken in the Daily Mirror to 
devastating effect. Three cabinet ministers, 
Sir Keith Joseph, William Whitelaw and 
Nigel Lawson, snubbed Finnegan and 
withdrew from scheduled activities in the 
constituency. Two other junior ministers, 
Michael Allison and Jerry Wiggin took a 
similar stand and cancelled election 
engagements in Stockton. 

Finnegan had been well-known in the 
Birmingham area as a leading activist 
during the early 1970s. Both he and his 
brother John were stalwarts of the 
Birmingham branch, and Tom Finnegan 
himself was, at various times, branch 
secretary, activities organiser, group 
chairman, and, twice in 1974, a 
parliamentary candidate in the Erdington 
constituency. The brothers were also 
leading lights in the ‘populist’ opposition to 
John Tyndall, and quit the NF in 1975. 
Finnegan denies joining the breakaway 


National Party, but a report in the 
Birmingham Post in June 1976 (more than a 
year after he joined the Conservative Party) 
quotes him saying that he was then building 
an NP branch in the city. ‘I am responsible 
for raising the branch and creating a 
Midlands structure’’ he said. 

When his background was made public 
the Conservative Party leadership was 
acutely embarrassed but Margaret Thatcher 
and party chairman Cecil Parkinson tried to 
dismiss the affair, insisting that ‘“‘anyone 


_can change their minds’’. Thanks, however, 


to persistent questioning from journalists at 
morning press conferences, it soon became 
clear that Finnegan had never publicly 
repudiated the NF until exposed in the 
Daily Mirror, and, indeed, had concealed 
his NF involvement from most of the 
Stockton Conservative Association. On a 
questionnaire which he had returned to the 
compilers of The Times Guide to the House 
of Commons, in answer to a question 
asking for details of previous constituencies 
contested, he had written ‘‘none’’. 

One interesting comment on Finnegan 
came from NF leader Martin Webster, who 
could not move quickly enough to stab an 
old factional rival in the back. He told the 
Daily Mirror of a meeting during the 1973 
West Bromwich by-election attended by 
Finnegan: ‘“‘He was wearing a brown 
leather raincoat, riding boots and carrying a 
riding crop. We said: ‘My God, the 
Gestapo has arrived’.’”’ 


THE MERCHANT’S TALE 


THE second major case concerning a 
prospective Conservative candidate 
was that of Piers Merchant, the 
successful candidate in Newcastle 
Central, and editor of the party’s 
newspaper Conservative Newsline. 
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Throughout the campaign he had to fight 
off allegations that in the early 1970s he had 
been involved with the ultra-right National 
Democratic Party. His name had appeared 
as election agent on an NDP election 
address issued in a Nottingham council 
election in 1970 on behalf of their candidate 
Campbell Grafton. 

The National Democratic Party had been 
founded in 1963 by Dr David Browne of 
Ipswich, and stood for compulsory 
repatriation of immigrants settled in 
Britain. Browne had previously been 
involved with known nazis in the Racial 
Preservation Society, and one of his chief 
NDP lieutenants was Les ‘Lutz’ Vaughan, 
formerly of the National Socialist 
Movement and its Spearhead paramilitary 
wing, and, more recently, the Intelligence 
Officer of Column 88. 

Confronted with the election address, 
Merchant insisted that the allegation was a 
smear and the leaflet a forgery. Later, 
however, a former NDP East Midlands 


Thomas Finnegan, narrowly beaten 
Conservative candidate for Stockton South. 
Below: failed candidate for NF Directorate. 


NATIONAL FRONT 


OCT/NOV 1974 


Elections to the Nationa! Directorate 
for 1974/5. 


9) Anthony Reed-Herbert 
10) = Peter Williams 
11) Edward Arthurton 
Not Elected: 
12) Terence Verity 
13) | Thomas Finnegan 
14) Doreen Foster 


Above: Piers Merchant. Below left: the 


leaflet he says is forged. 


organiser, Jim Gibson of Leicester, told 
reporters that Merchant had been involved. 
Although Gibson could not confirm that 
Merchant had been a member, he did recall 
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Red faces 
over Proctor 


ANOTHER major embarrassment to 
the Conservative Party leadership, 
already under fire a week before the 
poll over its Stockton South candidate, 
came from the ubiquitous far-right MP 
for Basildon, Harvey Proctor, who 
contested the new Billericay 
constituency. 


Proctor, for his efforts in extracting 
racially-based crime statistics from the 
Home Office and the Metropolitan Police, 
had received the enthusiastic backing of the 
Young National Front magazine Bulldog, 
whose editor Joe Pearce only recently 
emerged from prison after his conviction 
for inciting racial hatred in Bulldog’s pages. 

When their offer of support was pointed 
out to Proctor by a Southend journalist, he 
replied, ‘1 am not embarrassed that 
Bulldog has backed me’’. 

His view was not shared by Mrs Thatcher 
at a press conference on the morning that 
the story was published in the Daily Mirror. 
‘We differ’? she said, ‘‘that’s his hard 
luck’’. 


Harvey shops at Tesco — but would Bu//dog approve? 


Proctor has been active on far-right 
issues since the early 1970s when he was 
Deputy Director of the Monday Club. 
During Edward Heath’s leadership of the 
Conservative Party his name was struck 
from the list of officially approved party 
candidates, only to be reinstated shortly 


Young Tories lift stones, 


THE internal Conservative Party 
_investigation 
infiltration, arising from 
_allegations reported in Searchlight 
last year, also became an issue 
during the campaign. 


Following evidence that NF and 
League of St George supporters were 


active in the Young Conservatives in 


_ west London, the YCs set up their own 
standing committee to investigate 


future incidents of fascist infiltration. 


YC chairman Phil Pediey wrote to 
Greater London YC secretary Ken 
Woffenden, warning that infiltration 
already discovered might be ‘the tip of 
the iceberg”. This was reported in the 
press and Party chairman Cecil 


Merchant.. .continued 


that in 1970 Merchant spoke to a meeting of 
the NDP ‘Forum’ in Nottingham, which 
was also addressed by Air Vice Marshal 
Don ‘Pathfinder’ Bennett. Bennett, of 
course, has patronised a number of ultra- 
right groups and has been associated with 
the National Front. 

Later in the campaign, Denis Pettit, 
chairman of Nottingham County Council, 
went on record saying that he remembered 


4 


into right-wing 


Parkinson was forced to explain that it 


was more like “the tip of an ice-cube’’. 


The reports referred particularly to 
events in Ickenham and Uxbridge YCs, 
where Martyn Taylor, a former NF 
official and contributor to the League 
of St George journal, had written a 
number of objectionable articles for 
Dreadnought, the local YC newsletter, 
and where speakers from the League 
and the Mosleyite Action Party had 


been invited to address meetings. 


Known NF members had also been 
discovered and expelled from other 
west London branches. 

Documents recently obtained by 
Searchlight show that there was 
considerable disquiet in the party, 
particularly at the activities of Martyn 


‘Piers Merchant representing a right-wing 


group at a meeting of the Cosmo Debating 
Society in Nottingham in 1970. It was also 
discovered that the Nottingham Returning 
Officer’s post-election declaration in the 
local paper had named Merchant as agent 
for the NDP. 

The controversy might have been cleared 
up by the agent’s signature on documents 
still lodged at the council offices in 
Nottingham, but these were persistently 
withheld from enquirers on the instructions 
of the Labour leader of the local council. 


after Mrs Thatcher took control. 

He has been a stalwart supporter of the 
racist umbrella group WISE, and in July 
1981 addressed a WISE audience in London 
brimming with nazis and far-right activists, 
many of them involved in violence and 
paramilitary activity. 


find worms 


Taylor, who was interviewed by 
Greater London YC officers Ken 
Woffenden and Ken Cole. Woffenden 
reported that “l questioned Taylor 
about his former National Front 
affiliations and contributions to 
extreme right-wing publications, such 
as the Review of the League of St 
George. Taylor, whilst admitting his 
former membership of the National 
Front, strenously denied any 
involvement with that or any other 


_ similar organisation since his apparent 


resignation from the NF in 1979. Mike 
Stannard, his constituency chairman, 
took great pains to support Taylor's 
story. | must say | found Taylor devious 
and deceitful and | was surprised that 
Stannard seemed so ready to back him 

. . My own view — and that of GLYC 
— is that Taylor, Stannard and Dread- 
nought need careful scrutiny and 
investigation and | have so advised 
Uxbridge Conservative Association”. 

In a letter to the chairman of 
Uxbridge Conservative Association 
Woffenden went further: ‘It is my firm 
belief that Taylor is a fascist and a 
racialist, is lying quite blatantly about 
his political allegiances and is a 
dangerous person whose credentials as 
a paid-up member of our Party are, to 
say the least, highly suspect’. 





THE 
CANDIDATES 


A NUMBER of other Conservative 
candidates in the election have also 
been associated with rightist groups. 


_@ Warren Hawksley, sitting MP for the : 


Wrekin has been involved with Tory 
Action, whose newsletter Round Robin has 
carried anti-Jewish and pro-repatriation 
articles. It was denounced in the House of 
Commons three years ago by Shadow 
Home Secretary Roy Hattersley, and claims 
the support of at least 25 Tory MPs. 
Prominent within it were George K. Young, 
the former Monday Club director, and 
deputy director of MI6, who has taken part 
in many anti-immigrant campaigns since 
the early 1970s, and, till his death recently, 
Ronald Bell MP, who hosted a Tory Action 
reception in the Commons and who was 
also connected with WISE. 


@Edward Leigh, candidate for 
Gainsborough and Horncastle, is well 
known for the part he plays in the anti- 
CND Coalition for Peace Through 
Security. In 1980, however, he was a 
contributor to Liverpool Newsletter, a 
long-running far-right broadsheet, 
published by Anthony Cooney. Liverpool 
Newsletter has regularly carried anti-Jewish 
and amti-immigrant articles, and 
advertisements for Noontide Press, part of 
the Institute for Historical 
publishing empire. 


THE weeks leading up to the General 
Election also brought to light new 
information about Tory candidates in 
the recent local elections with 
backgrounds in fascist and nazi 
politics. 


Repub] ication: Permission is hereby 
given for the reproduotion of unsigned 
articles on condition that full ack- 
nowledgement is given to LIVERPOOL 
NEWSLETTER and a copy of the issue in 
whioh they appear is presented to us. 
Permission to repoduce signed articles 


| must be obtained. 


This month's Contributors: 


Ritbin Davies ~ editor TRY ACTION 


Edward Leigh - Member of the Greater 
London Counoil 


From Liverpool Newsletter, August 1980. 





Review | 


@ Neil Hamilton, candidate for Tatton, 
was a member of the Monday Club in the 


_ early 1970s when he travelled to Italy to 


attend a congress of the neo-fascist party 
MSI. He was also a prominent figure in the 
Federation of Conservative Students, and 
was said to have been close to Enoch Powell 
at the time of his dismissal from Edward 
Heath’s shadow cabinet team. 

@Gerald Howarth, candidate for 
Cannock, is the son of a founder member 
of the National Front, Mary Howarth. She 
was also active in the Powellight 
organisation. Gerald Howarth began to 
move in Powellight circles when he worked 
for the Society for Individual Freedom. 
During his employment there, a public row 
broke out when the Society published an 
anti-semitic booklet penned by George 
Young’s wife. 

All four were elected on 9 June. 


WISE patrons. 


THE link between the Tory right and the 
racist umbrella group WISE, personified in 
many ways by Harvey Proctor MP, has 
been demonstrated again, this time in 
Norwich, where Michael Wynne Parker is a 
prominent local Conservative Party 
official. 

Wynne Parker is one of WISE’s five 
public sponsors and his name appears on 
their letterhead. He was also listed in 1978 
as a sponsor of Lady Jane Birdwood’s Self 
Help Organisation, which has set itself up 
as a strike breaking outfit in the event of 
national public sector strikes. Birdwood 
herself has also been involved in a multitude 
of anti-immigrant organisations and has 
sae and spoken at British Movement 
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Strangest by far was the case of Richard 
Franklin, who appears to have fallen victim 
to a dirty tricks team in the nazi ranks. 

Franklin appeared in May as_ the 
Conservative candidate for the Bowthorpe 
ward in Norwich, after a varied political 
career which had taken him through the 
National Socialist Movement, the National 
Front, the League of St George and the NF 
Constitutional Movement. He had risen to 
the NF’s ruling National Directorate, but 
went with Andrew Fountaine into the 
NFCM following the internal bloodletting of 
1979 and 1980. In fact, he was still very 
active for the NFCM as recently as 1981, 
when he was scouring Companies House 
records for information about Searchiight. 

His quiet entry into the Conservative 
Party might have gone unnoticed were it 
not for the unsigned documents detailing 
his nazi background which soon afterwards 
began to circulate throughout Norwich. 
Strangely, they purport to have come from 
the Wembley address of North London NF 
activist Graham John, who was election 
agent to Franklin in the 1979 General 
Election. It may well be, however, that even 
this is an attempt by fascist ‘dirty tricksters’ 
to embarrass Graham John. 


Graham John, Franklin's election agent in 
1979. 


The local Conservative agent in Norwich 
told the Daily Mirror that Franklin had since 
asked if he should resign, but ‘‘I said there 
was no point’. Others clearly held a 
different view, and he has now been 
expelled from the party. 

Another former Fronter to surface in the 
Conservative Party's ranks is David White, 
who was in May a Tory candidate in 
Chorley. In 1974 he was the National 
Front’s parliamentary candidate in Preston. 

And, of course, there was the startling 
sight on Humberside, reported in 
Searchlight last month, of the near- 
certifiable Hitlerlover Don Mudie, a 
Column 88 officer, being selected by 
Cleethorpe Tories to contest a council seat 


on their behalf. 











Fascist parties’ election disaster 


averaged 627 1.3 per pe itaatt a 

_ setback since in 1974 NF candidates 
were palling an average of more than | 
1,200 more than 3 per - 


Votes for right-wing candidates in 1983 General Election 


Constituency Votes % 
Portsmouth South 279 
Putney 290 
Ravensbourne 242 
Reading East 147 


Constituency Votes % 
Hackney South and 593 
Shorditch 374 
Hammersmith 250 
Harborough 280 


Constituency Votes % 
Ashford 195 
Basingstoke 344 
Battersea 539 
Beckenham 203 


Bethnal Green and 
Stepney 
Birmingham Hodge 
Hill 
Birmingham 

Yardley 
Blaby 
Blackburn 
Blackpool North 
Blackpool South 
Bolton North-East 
Bournemouth West 
Bow and Poplar 
Bradford North 
Brentford and 
Isleworth 

Brighton Kemptown 
Bristol East 
Broxbourne 
Chingford 
Chislehurst 

City of London and 
Westminster South NF 
Croydon North 
West 
Dagenham 
Dartford 
Dulwich 
Ealing North 
Ealing Southall 
Edmonton 
Eltham 
Enfield North 
Enfield Southgate 
Epping Forest British 
Nationalist 
Erith and Crayford BNP 
Feltham and Heston NF 
Fulham 
Gloucester 
Gravesham 
Greenwich 
Hackney North and 

South Newington NF 


Harrogate 
Hendon North 
Hertford and 
Stortford BNP 
Heywood and 

Middleton BNP 
Hornchurch NF 
Hull North Nationalist 
Ilford South 

Ipswich 

Islington North 

Islington South and 
Finsbury 

Kent Mid New Britain 
Leeds Central BNP 
Leeds East NF 
Leeds West 

Leicester East 

Leicester South 

Leicester West 
Lewisham Deptford 
Lewisham East 

Lewisham West 

Liverpool Mossley 

Hill 

Liverpool Walton 
Loughborough 
Manchester Central 
Manchester Gorton 
Meriden 
Milton Keynes 
Mitcham and 

Morden 
Newham North East NF 
Newham North 

West 
Newham South 
Norwich South 
Norwood 
Orpington 
Peckham 
Plymouth 

Devonport 
Plymouth Drake 


Nationalist 


163 
194 


Rochdale 
Romford 
Sevenoaks 
Sheffield Brightside 
Slough 

Southwark and 
Bermondsey New Britain 
Nationalist 
Stalybridge and 

Hyde NF 
Stevenage BNP 
Stockport Nationalist 
Streatham 

Thanet North 

Thurrock 

Tooting 

Twickenham 

Upminster 

Vauxhall 

Wakefield 

Walsall South 

Walthamstow 

Wanstead and 

Woodford 

Warrington North 

Windsor and 

Maidenhead 

Wolverhampton 

North East 

Woolwich 

Worcester 

Worthing 


York 


Scotland 
Glasgow Shettleston BNP 


Wales 
Carmarthen BNP 


463 
432 





New 


Britain Party 


The New Briain Party. is another 
far-right group that was active at this 


General Election. It is, however, no 


stranger to elections. It had fought 
seats at the 1979 General and since then 
the by-election at Bermondsey earlier 
this year. Furthermore, in 


tiny groups, the United Country Party 
and the Keep Britain United Party both 
of which had fought seats ee the 
1979 General. 


Most notable of those campaigns was the 
performance, in Chichester, of Edmund 
Iremonger — a former Freedom 
Association County Representative who 
took nearly 1,000 votes for the UCP. 
Edmund Iremonger is the cousin of Tom 
Iremonger former Tory MP for Ilford 
North, 

In the May 1982 Council elections New 
Britain fought five seats in Tunbridge 
Wells, Gillingham, Thurrock and 
Rochester. Michael Keulemans stood in 
Tunbridge Wells where he works as a 
schoolteacher. Keulemans also stood as the 
New Britain candidate in the Bermondsey 
election. 

Undoubtedly, the leading light in the 
party is Dennis Delderfield, who runs a 


1980, the 
new Britain Party absorbed two other 


public relations consultancy 


party numbers amongst its supporters the 
former Bishop of Peterborough, Cyril 
Eastaugh, Councillor Sid Wright, a former 


Labour Mayor of Walsall and General Sir 


Walter Walker who is well known on the 
extreme-right. In the 1970s he was 


responsible for organising Unison, an 
organisation of volunteers to be used to — 
strike-break during major industrial — 


conflicts. He was also associated then with 
both the Monday Club and the National 
Association of Ratepayers Action Groups. 
Walker, who is a former commander of 
BAOR and NATO C-in-C, Northern 
Europe, was also involved with the World 
Anti-Communist League at the time when 
infiltration by anti-semitic elements was 
causing grave concern to the less extreme 
members of that organisation, particularly 
Geoffrey Stewart-Smith, former Tory MP 
for Belper. 

New Britain has also attracted the 
support of Air Vice-Marshall Don Bennett 
— a staunch supporter of many other right- 
wing causes, including Lady Jane 
Birdwood’s Self Help Organisation and 
WISE. The United Country Party which 
merged with New Britain in 1980 was 
headed by Patrick Moore, the well-known 
television astronomer, who is also a 


out of offices 
at Little Britain in the City. In addition, the - 


mid-Kent. 
prominent member of the Freedom 
Association. 

The New Britain slate is not wholly 
unfamiliar to those interested in extreme- 
right groups. They call for a tough law and 
order policy (capital and corporal 
punishment included), withdrawal from the 
Common Market, a total stop to 
immigration and either “‘those who are here 
to intigrate (sic) properly into our society”’ 
or voluntary repatriation depending on 
which constituency they are standing in. 
Their policies are also against anti- 
nationalisation, comprehensive education 
and the closed-shop. In short they are the 
sort of policies that will appeal to those 
people who live south of London and east 
of Salisbury Plain where, as they say, the 
petit-bourgeoisie is put out to grass, 
and where small extreme right-wing 
organisations the like of New Britain have 
traditionally drawn their strongest support. 


Election broadcasts: the same old story 


BOTH the British National Party and 
the National Front took advantage of 
running more than $0 candidates to 


have party political broadcasts 


screened during the campaign. 


Surprisingly, it was Martin Webster’s NF 
who provided the more detailed exposition 
of the fascist solution to Britain’s ills. John 
Tyndall, hemmed in by union jacks and 
speaking solo for the BNP, harked upon 
the same well-worn themes which have long 
dominated nazi rhetoric — the failure of 
“the old parties’, who support “‘the 
international system’’; immigration leading 
to ‘‘whole chunks of our country being 
taken over without the British People once 
being consulted’’ and, with much wagging 
of fingers and stabbing the air, ‘There is a 
simple answer, nationalism’’ which would 
stop immigration, take Britain out of the 
Common Market and end foreign imports. 

The same themes dominated the NF 


broadcast. Evidently still not convinced of 
the need for Tyndall’s fuhrerprinzip, a 
democratic battery of speakers was wheeled 
on screen to trot out the message — a 
builder suffering from the recession; a 
woman whose unemployed husband 
recently found work but who remains 
worried because ‘‘employers are pressurised 
to give preferential treatment to 
immigrants’; a war veteran collapsing 
under the weight of his medals who didn’t 
fight so that Britain could become a 
European offshore island; and the urbane 
Andrew Brons, who listed a 12-point 
programme including, you’ve guessed it, 
withdrawal from the EEC; compulsory 
repatriation to “‘land of ethnic origin’’; 
putting whites first in jobs, education, 
housing and welfare; birching for muggers 
and hanging for terrorists; and an end to 
export of capital and imports of goods. 

In both cases, the most significant 
feature was what the fascists didn’t say. 


Tyndall omitted his commitment to 
compulsory repatriation, and both 
neglected their otherwise public anti- 
semitism. It is their ‘hidden manifesto’ 
leading inexoribly to the politics of 
extermination which they would not dare to 
present to a broad television audience, and 
which still represents the real face of British 
national socialism. 

There was much discussion at Channel 4 
as to whether it was proper for a network 
committed to multi-racialism to make the 
broadcasts. In the end the view of former 
Guardian Women editor Liz Forgan 
prevailed and the two broadcasts went out 
— albeit at around midnight on each 
occasion. This apparent fudging received 
much criticism when the whole issue was 
discussed on Right of Reply the following 
Sunday. 

Braver by far was the decision of BBC2 
who simply refused to allow them airtime. 











POLLS APART: 
THE ELECTION IN BRIEF 


@ FORMER BM LEADER RESURFACES 


FORMER leading British Movement 
member Peter Marriner, who left BM with 
health problems two years ago, has 
resurfaced in Birmingham as ‘regional 
education officer’ for the National Front. 

He told the Wolverhampton Express and Star 
(26.5.83) that the NF had no election 
meetings planned for its candidates’ West 
Midlands campaigns in Meriden, 
Wolverhampton SE, Yardley and Hodge Hill. 
He said, ‘‘We feel our energies can be better 
used by canvassing and pushing leaflets 
through doors, rather than fighting off 
agitators at election meetings”. 


@FAN CLUB SACKS CANDIDATE 


A CANDIDATE for the National Front has 
been sacked as secretary of the Rod 
Stewart fan club as a result of contesting 
the election. 

Paul Johnson, candidate in Gravesham, 
Kent, is also a member of the Front’s 
National Directorate, but the fan club has 
announced that “We want nothing more to 
do with him”. 

Johnson was exposed in the News of the 
World, whose reporter he told ‘I just wanted 
to get in with the Rod Stewart scene”. 


@ CANDIDATES BOYCOTTED 


A NUMBER of meetings and election 
broadcasts were disrupted or cancelled 
when candidates from the major parties 
refused to take part alongside fascist 
candidates. 

@in Upminster, Labour's Alan Hughes 
refused on principle to join a platform with 
NF candidate George Nobes-Pride at a 
meeting organised by a ratepayers group. 
Alliance candidate David Osman said he 
believed all parties should be heard, and the 
Conservative Sir Nicholas Bonsor did not 
comment. 


@ All three major parties refused to join a 


meeting in Twickenham which was also to 
have included the NF’s Terence Denville- 
Faulkner. Only the Ecology Party candidate 
said he would be prepared ‘‘as a believer in 
democracy” to join Denville-Faulkner on a 


platform. 


© Candidates from all three main parties in 
Wakefield announced that they would not 


take part in any public debates with British _ 


_ National Party candidate Violet Parker. 


_ @GRAVESEND cash 


_ MORE than 100 anti-fascists clashed with 
about 40 NF supporters at a Front election | 
_ meeting in Gravesend, Kent. 
Eight people were arrested and one | 
policeman injured at the meeting at Shears 
Green Community Hall. 


-@ CONSERVATIVE PROTESTS 


CONSERVATIVE Party chairman Cecil 


Parkinson complained to the BBC of anti- 
Conservative ‘bias’ after a 9 o'clock news 
bulletin on 27 May carried a lengthy report 
on the Thomas Finnegan affair. Parkinson 
complained that his detailed reply was cut 
out. 
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@BM NOMINATION DISALLOWED 


PETERBOROUGH British Movement leader 
Paul Gallagher has been ordered to pay 
court costs estimated at £1,700 following a 


High Court action brought by the Labour 


Party. 

Gallagher had submitted his own 
nomination to contest the election as a 
‘Labour’ candidate. The Returning Officer 
announced he had no power to disallow the 
nomination, and Labour Party lawyers 
immediately applied for a High Court 
injunction, which was granted. 

Police are now investigating allegations 
that signatures on Gallagher's nomination 
form were not genuine. 


@ CARETAKER FOR NORWICH 


The National Front candidate for the 
Norwich constituency was Peter Claude 
Williams (63), a school caretaker. Williams is 
a founder member of the NF. 

He believes in capital punishment for 
murder and terrorism, opposes American 
bases in Britain, and wants the country to 
take up a stand of “armed nuclear 
neutrality’, independent of both 
superpowers. 

On unemployment, he wants to see a 
massive programme of public works, the 
imposition of import controls, and a halt to 
the flight of British capital abroad. 

Publicity material about the candidate 
included a fictitious address on a press 
release. (Eastern Evening News, Norwich 
13.5.83 & 6.5.83.) 


@BLACKSHIRT STANDS AT HARWICH 


A former member of Mosley’s blackshirts 
was the candidate for the British National 
Party at Ipswich. 

Albert Pearson (70), got 597 votes for the 
National Front at Harwich in the last 
election. Before his retirement he worked 
as an engineering storeman. (fast Sussex 


‘Gazette 20.5.83.) 


eFROM NATIONAL FRONT TO | 


“CHRISTIAN” NATIONALIST _ 


in Canterbury, Kent, a retired teacher and — 
former National Front candidate stood as a_ 
Christian Nationalist. Ms Joan White, (63), _ 
says she stood because of her concern for _ 
our gradual loss of nationhood, 
particularly through the imposition of multi- 
racialism”. —_ Gazette bad 5.83. a 


e@DdIG FOR BOMBS CALL 


The Worcester British National Party 
candidate said that an independent nuclear 
__ deterrent for Britain was a main part of BNP 
_strategy. Salesman Keith Axon (35), said he 
was prepared to do some spadework for the 


seat. 
He said they didnt want 


soft on Communism. Axon was previously 
Birmingham organiser for the National 
Front. (Worcester Evening News 3.5.83.) 


American 
missiles on British soil as the Americans are 


Bad company: Peter Marriner, now back 
with NF, and Lady Jane Birdwood. 


@ HANG DRUG TRAFFICKERS CALL 


The National Front candidate for Worthing 
called for much harsher treatment of 
criminals, including the death penalty for 
drug trafficking. 

Martin Wingfield said he supported the ‘ 
views of the retiring Chief of Sussex police, 
Sir George Terry. A week earlier, Sir George 
called for the restoration of the death 
penalty, and for the flogging of some 
criminals. 

Wingfield, for the NF, said police were 
often too soft on ethnic minorities in inner 
city areas. He said this allowed ‘the 
criminal practices of mugging, drug 
trafficking and assault to carry on in the 
open and completely unhindered’. 

Prison life should be unpleasant for 
inmates, with severe discipline and 
especially arduous work. (Worthing Gazette, 
Sussex 20.5.83.) 


@ PARKS MAN FIGHTS FOR FRONT 


A retired council parks employee was the 
NF candidate for Manchester Centre. Alfred 
Coles (58), has previously stood as a 
candidate in council elections. He called for 
more law and order, a crackdown on the 
IRA, and stringent laws on immigration. 
(Manchester Evening News 16.5.83.) 


@WEST MIDLANDS FASCIST 
CANDIDATES 


A number of fascist candidates stood in the 
West Midlands. | 

In the Wolverhampton NE constituency 
Charles Baugh (43), stood for the NF. He 
works at the BL Longbridge plant, and is a 
leading NF official in the West Midlands. vey 


comes from Walsall. 


In the Walsall South consti 


_ Charles Parker. (67), stood for 


National Party. A retired consultant 


engineer, from Hove, Sussex. his wife and 


daughter were also fighting seats for the 
BNP. He is national organiser for the wee 


(26), stood for the Nationa F 


electrician, from B desley Green, he 


describes himself as a “keen football fan’. 
He’s been an NF member since his teens, 
and is currently the Birmingham chairman. 
In Hodge Hill, Wolverhampton, Norman 
Tomkinson (30), stood for the NF. 
Tomkinson, who lives in Solihull, is a fitter 
at a car factory. He is organiser of the 
Birmingham NF branch. (Wolverhampton 


_ Express and Star 24.5.83.) 





NAR member extradited to 
face terror charges in Italy 
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court. 


A LONDON magistrate has 
ordered the extradition of Luciano 
Petrone, alleged to be a member of 
the Italian right-wing terror group 
NAR. He is wanted in Italy for a 
series of crimes including the 
murder of two policemen, and is 
suspected of having taken part in a 
major bank robbery in Spain. 


A final decision rests, at the time of 
writing, with the Home Office, 
although Petrone’s defence counsel 
was granted leave to appeal against the 
extradition to a higher court. 


Murder 


Petrone, who was arrested by anti-terrorist 
squad officers in Chelsea last January, is 
accused by the Italian authorities of a series 
of offences including: 

@Theft of two guns, a firearms licence, 
three cars, money and jewellery in January 
1981 in Turin; 

@A robbery at the Banca Nazionale del 
Lavoro in Rome in March 1982, when 60 
million lire was stolen; 

@ Theft of guns in June 1982; 

@ The murder of two policemen in Rome in 
June 1982. 





Petrone is also alleged by Spanish police 
to have taken part in the bank robbery at 
Marbella, Spain last Christmas when over 
£10 million was looted from safe deposit 
boxes by a gang including several Italian 
right-wing terrorists. Those involved were 
filmed in the bank’s vaults on closed circuit 
television. 

His arrest at the Chelsea flat of his 
English girlfriend Imogen Lucas-Box, 
followed directly from the Marbella raid. 
Some of those arrested in Rome on the 
basis of the film evidence told police that 
Petrone was in London. By now, alarmed 
by the arrests in Rome, Petrone had left his 
girlfriend’s flat, but, drawn back, he says, 
by love, he returned and walked into the 
waiting arms of the Anti-Terrorist Squad. 

Lucas-Box and Petrone had met in 
Marbella earlier last year, and Petrone 
travelled to London to be with her. He left 
England around Christmas, and claims that 
he went back to Italy to visit his mother. 
Spanish police are suggesting that he went 
to Spain where he was involved in the 
Marbella robbery, from which more than 
half the proceeds are still missing. 

Much of the evidence against Petrone for 
the crimes alleged to have been committed 
in Italy comes from informers who were his 
former comrades. 

The killing of the two policemen in Rome 





NAR members Massimo Morsello (arrowed right) and Amadeo de Francisci (arrowed left) escort Petrone’s girlfriend from Bow Street 


was a particularly brutal and cold blooded 
execution. It is charged that Petrone and 
others were waiting in a parked car for one 
of their comrades who was occupied with a 
prostitute in another car. A police patrol 
stopped to make a routine check of the 
vehicle and was on the verge of discovering 
hidden weapons when guns were produced. 
Petrone is alleged to have punched one 
officer in the face and disarmed him. They 
were then forced to kneel and were executed 
by Roberto Nistri with a shot through the 
nape of the neck. 


Beirut 


The names of those involved were provided 
by NAR member Walter Sordi, who is 
known to have been trained by the 
Phalangists in Beirut, along with 
Alessandro Alibrandi and Robert Fiore, 
both of whom later ended up in London as 
fugitives. 

When Petrone was first remanded in 
custody in February, his girlfriend was 
escorted from the court and driven away by 
members of the same fugitive NAR group, 
whose extradition had been refused by a 
London magistrate a year before. They 
were Massimo Morsello, Amadeo de 
Francisci and Marinella Rita. 








From the inception of television in 

Britain religious programming was a 
journalist’s and producer’s nightmare. 
In the early days both the BBC with its 
starchy approach to such matters, and 
the newly formed independent 
television companies with their 
religious broadcasting controlled by 
the religious affairs department of the 
Independent Broadcasting Authority, 
were only allowed to make 
programmes which consisted of 
hymns, a few prayers and the odd 
Victorian charitable phrase. But in the 
last 10 years a number of very good 
programmes have been produced in 
what has become known as the God 
slot. Series like the BBC’s Everyman 
and The Heart of the Matter and 
LWT’s Credo have produced a string 
of socially aware and hard hitting 
programmes. 

Even then most of the content when it 
came to dealing with racism centred on 
subjects like apartheid and _ repressive 
regimes abroad. The news nearer home was 
more spiritual. Supporters of apartheid and 
the Smith regime in Rhodesia always kept 
up a strong lobby to try and make these 
programmes totally bland or stop them 
appearing at all. 

More recently however the religious 
programmes have begun to look at the 
problems of racism and anti-semitism closer 
to home. 

Two years ago, Credo, in a programme 
entitled ‘‘Anti-Semitic Terror’’, delved 
deep into the working of the League of St 
George and exposed its terrorist links with 
nazis in Europe then blasting their way 
through Paris, Munich and Bologna. The 
programme enjoyed much critical acclaim 
but came under the hammer of the IBA’s 
Religious Affairs Department who accused 
London Weekend Television of including 
something non-religious in its God slot. 
One of the prime movers of complaints to 
the IBA about this and other programmes 
was National Front member Ernest 
Pendrous who writes the longest and most 
tedious letters of complaint in 
Christendom. ‘‘Never mind the quality, 
look at the length’? appears to be his 
guiding maxim. Most of his arguments are 
totally spurious. But it is an unhappy state 
of affairs when organisations such as the 
IBA appear more inclined to listen to 
arguments from racists belonging to groups 
whose leaderships are steeped in paganism 

_ and are fundamentally anti-Christian, than 
to the arguments of seasoned researchers 
who have done a thorough and diligent job. 
Soon after the IBA had stopped its 
harangue against Credo the programme 
won a silver award in New York as the best 
programme of its kind against strong 
international competition. There was 
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silence on the IBA front. 

Two months ago the BBC programme 
The Heart of the Matter produced an 
excellent programme on racism in Newham. 
Once again one E. Pendrous and his mates 
leaned on the BBC religious affairs officers. 
Lady Jane Birdwood, of National Front 
marches fame and founder and organiser of 
some of the most vicious racist groups in 
Britain, joined in, demanding the heads of 
the offending programme makers, despite 
the fact that Fleet Street’s leading TV critics 
viewed the programme as a valuable work 
of religious conscience. But it appears that 
they are of less strong spine at the Beeb and 
the programme makers have found 
themselves under fire from their own 
superiors. 

Viewers of all religious persuasions have 
to make up their minds as to whether it is 
morally, educationally and socially more 
valuable to sit down on a Sunday to watch 
30 minutes of hymns, ancient and modern, 
and a few words of prayer, or well 
researched and filmed programmes 
reflecting the dilemmas of people in our 
country on how to approach racism, anti- 
semitism and a host of other ills that 
pervade our society. 

In the meantime we suggest that Mr 
Pendrous takes up the Bible which he 
appears always to have to hand, turns to the 
book of Exodus and looks up the Ten 
Commandments as handed down by God to 
Moses. He might dwell upon the eighth 
Commandment — ‘‘Thou shalt not steal’’ 
— and if he takes heed of it, maybe he will 
not find himself in court again for shop- 
lifting. 


Sick Tribute 





Not to be outdone by the efforts of British 
nazis (Searchlight 91) to commemorate the 
passing of the twisted mentor of modern 
nazism Savitri Devi, New Order (formerly 
the National Socialist White Peoples’ 
Party) recently organised its own little 
wake. 

According to their journal NS Bulletin, 
“‘the service consisted of remarks by leading 
comrades interspersed with appropriate NS 
music ... before a giant swastika banner 
was an urn which contained the mortal 
remains of Savitri Devi ... a picture of 
Savitri was draped with an original funeral 
sash from NS Germany. This sash was one 
of a number belonging to Adolf 
Hitler . . .’’ and on it goes. Apparently, her 
‘extraordinary loyalty and devotion to our 
cause has earned her a place for all time in 
the pantheon of National Socialist heroes 
and heroines’’. 

By way of putting records straight, it 
should be pointed out that Devi was, after 
the war, the spiritual and philosophical 
inspiration of nazism, by virtue of her 
printed defences of Hitler and her work on 
behalf of fugitive war criminals. 





Nazi wreath for Savitri Devi. 








Dear Searchlight, 


Appreciative as I am of the extremely 
valuable, and courageous, role Searchlight 
plays in keeping British fascists under the 
microscope, I do not share the views 
expressed in your editorial ‘Who are the 
fascists?’. 

In the nature of Searchlight’s function, I 
should imagine that internationalists are 
amongst your keenest readers; and if an 
internationalist views the repression, 
torture and butchery being inflicted on 
millions of his/her brothers and sisters, by 
fascist-feudal regimes being sedulously 
buttressed by the Reagan-Thatcher axis, as 
no more and no less diabolical than if these 
crimes were being enacted in Britain, then 
surely that is the precise criteria whereby 


Margaret Thatcher must be adjudged a 
fascist? 

The heroes and heroines fighting and 
dying in Latin and Central America, South 
and Central Africa, the Middle East and 
South-East Asia, are fighting and dying by 
proxy for us in the so-called free world, as 
surely as international fascists would repay 
their bloody debt to Reagan and Thatcher 
by combining to slaughter us come the day 
public apathy and political ignorance can 
no longer sustain the spuriety of 
parliamentary democracy. 

Is not the innate fascism of the British 
ruling-class the most cogent reason why, in 
spite of six years of the Second World War 
allegedly fought to destroy fascism, British 
fascist parties are allowed to function and 
terrorise our ethnic minorities — because 
those vile brutes are the joker up the sleeve 
of the Establishment, who will provide the 
excuse for restoring law and order when a 
genuine Socialist government attempts to 
honour its manifesto? 


Yours sincerely, 
S.H. Pierce, 
Ex-RN 1933-1946, 
Oldham. 
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Animals caged and uncaged 





Over the years Searchlight has had to 
report on all sorts of crimes committed 
by the followers of fascism in this 
country. They have ranged from bomb 
making, to murderous assaults on 
totally innocent people, to arson, and 
to clear cut murder. The National 
Front and other such outfits have 
found room in their ranks for every 
imaginable monster, from child 
molesters to mass poisoners like 
Graham Young. 

Now another one of their number has 
been caged. Sadistic killer Nicholas Rudd, a 
29 year-old NF supporter, murdered a 63 
year-old retired schoolmaster after they had 
met in a Fulham pub. Rudd then looted the 
dead man’s flat and set it on fire, but not 
before carving ‘NF’ in 18 inch long letters 
on the body. Rudd then went on to mutilate 
the corpse. Recorder James Miskin said in 
court that Rudd must serve at least 20 years 


SEARCHLIGHT’S  postbag 
recently included a long and turgid 
letter from a character signing 
himself simply ‘‘Roger — NF HQ 
Croydon’’, and purporting to 
provide information about the 
activities of South London BNSM 
leader Alan Winder. 

Winder, it will be recalled, along with 
Charles Hanson of the National Socialist 
Workers Initiative, ex-NF candidate 
Mary Page, Chris Tame, formerly of the 
Libertarian Alliance, and an unknown 
barrister, was involved a few months ago 
in a scheme to dig up dirt on Searchlight 
and discredit the magazine. 

‘*Roger’’ in fact, is none other than 
Alan Winder himself, and his letter is a 
rather crude attempt to palm us off with 
false information about himself. 

For instance, ‘‘Roger’’ tells us that 
Allen Winder (he makes a point of mis- 
spelling most of the names in the letter) 
works for the Civil Service at an 
employment office. In fact, Winder 
works in the W.H. Smiths bookshop at 
Charing Cross station. 

The letter is packed with similar drivel 
— such as that ‘‘he lives near (Richard) 
Edmonds at Sydenham’’. In reality, 
Edmonds of the BNP lives in Lewisham, 
and Winder in Forest Hill, south 
London. 

If this reflects the quality of the work 
going into the ‘‘Stop Searchlight’’ 
campaign, they have a long, hard slog 
ahead of them. 


in prison because of the bestial nature of 
the crime. 

Searchlight understands that Murder 
Squad officers are still investigating a 
second murder that took place in North 
London some months ago. Again the dead 
man was the victim of a sadist who 
mutilated the body. In this case police are 
examining a list of the murdered man’s gay 
contacts which includes a number of 
prominent London National Front 
officials. So far the police have not found 
the killer, but at least one fascist has moved 
home after a visit from the Murder Square. 


Uncaged 


In our May issue we reported the double 
murder of an elderly Jewish couple in 
Enfield, North London, when the shop 
they lived above was set on fire. So far the 
police enquiry has drawn a blank. The 
couple’s son has offered a reward for 


information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of his parents’ killers. 

We pointed out in that issue that nazi 
stickers and posters had been seen a few 
doors away from the scene of the fire. Since 
then we can report that members of the 
British National Party have seen fit to post 
their racist filth on the hoarding outside the 
burned-out building itself. 

Mr Sedler’s son has said that the family 
had never had anything but good relations 
with their neighbours, despite a long history 
of anti-semitic activity in the area. He told 
our reporter that even weeks after the crime 
people have walked up to him in the street 
to express their horror at the fire. 

Mr Sedler says that if racists were 
responsible he wants them brought to 
justice, but if it was some deranged person 
he would like to see them in custody to be 
given treatment — a _ remarkably 
compassionate attitude in the light of his 
parents’ death. 


Alan Winder (centre) displaying his characteristic subtlety at a peace demonstration 
last year. 
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General Election that was to take 


RECAP No. 16 


the nation sided ies join fo. 


place either in October 1978 or (as in 
fact turned out) in the following 


12 


spring. the National Front pursued a 
high-risk, three-pronged approach 
to its various circles of support, in 
order to capitalise on its growing 
popularity in the mid-to-late 70s, 
without losing the commitment of 
its hard-line cadres. To the voters, 
the Front attempted to appear to be 
a respectable, patriotic party; to its 
junior activists (and particularly to 
teenage activists, recruited through 
the newly-formed Young National 
Front), the party offered spectacle: 
drums, flags and marches, with the 
chance of taking on_ left-wing 
counter-demonstrators. But to the 
hard-line fanatics, essential if the 
bureaucratic and leadership work of 
the organisation was to continue, 
the Front had also to offer the 
promise that, underneath all the 
“respectable” rhetoric, the “true 
faith” was still there. 

There were two, complementary 
reasons why this was a_ high-risk 
strategy. The first was that the 
“respectable facade’’ element of the 
NF’s propaganda relied on denying that 
the NF was in any sense nazi. The second 
was that the Front now had to combat 
blanket anti-fascist propaganda, which 
sought to expose any hint that the NF 
still held to classic nazi ideology. The 
spotlight — indeed, the searchlight — of 
publicity was on the National Front as 
never before. 

The most dangerous area for the Front 
in this respect was its “‘theoretical’” 
journal, Spearhead. Spearhead was (and 
still is) edited by John Tyndall, whose 
impeccable (and much photographed) 
nazi past was a constant embarrassment 
to the party. And while the NF's leaflets, 
pamphlets and newspaper (ational Front 


News) were able to concentrate more or 
less entirely on anti-immigration 


propaganda, Spearhead set itself the task 


of keeping the faithful happy. The 


chosen technique of this was an 
elaborate coding system, which sought 
to propagate hard-line nazi beliefs via a 


series of euphemisms which, so the _ 
theory went, wouldbeincomprehensible _ 


to outsiders but ed oh to 


“= Seed, hover, a significan 


addition to “international monopoly 
finance” was increasingly used as the 
70s progressed. The word “Zionist” — 
became an accepted euphemism for — 
the Front 
increasingly revived Mosley’s code- 


Jewish. More subtly, 
phrase, “The Money Power’, to delight 
the very old faithfuls. And there 
developed in addition a whole complex 
of codes for individual Jews: from 
“cosmopolitan elements’ to ‘alien 
influences’ or “minority groupings’, 
from “people from fashionable North 
London addresses’ to “people of East 
End immigrant stock”. 

The most blatantly anti-semitic 
statement, however, dropped the 
pretence. In March 1976, John Tyndall 
wrote unambiguously in Spearhead that: 
’There is a Jewish Conspiracy for World 
Power as outlined in the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion. . . and anti-semitism as a 
doctrine is no more than a natural gentile 
reaction to this fact’. From then on, it 
was not necessary to repeat the idea: 
every mention of the word “Zionist” 
confirmed, to the Kamaraden, that 
underneath it all there was no watering 
down. 


"In 1978, however, another element 1S 
added. When the doctrine « 
ism’ (the denial of the na 


DISASTER AT 
THE POLLS 


... an ideal of ociety favoured by) 


hundreds of millions of people all ove 
the Western World”. The message was _ 
clear: if the death camps didn’t happen, 
if (as Spearhead remarked in August), the _ 
six million deaths were no more than “a __ 
gigantic campaign of Jewish 
propaganda’, then what was all the fuss 
about? | 

So by the beginning of election year, 
the Front was hoisted by its own petard. 
On the one hand it was describing anti- 
fascist propaganda as ‘smears’, and 
denying its nazism; on the other hand, its 
leading journal was denying the nazis’ 
most spectacular crime and praising 
Hitler's regime. In addition, Spearhead 
articles on the efficacy of dictatorship, 
racial biology and the inherently 
submissive nature of women 
increasingly echoed the well-known 
writings of Hitler and his acolytes on 
those subjects. 

The two factors that provoked the NF 
into this error were mentioned in last 
month's ‘Recap’. First, Margaret 
Thatcher's “swamping” statement 
required the NF to put itself further to the 
right of the Conservatives; second, the 
exposure both of the pasts of the NF 
leaders and the truth of their present 
ideology got across to the mass public; 
initially through anti-fascist and Anti- 
Nazi League mass propaganda, and 
subsequently through the press and 
television. One highly significant turning 
point was in July 1978, when World in 
Action ran a_ hard-hitting feature 
exposing the Front’s violence and anti- 
semitism, and also publishing (for the 
first time) a 1967 letter from John Tyndall 
to an American nazi, revealing his plan to 
use the newly-formed NF as a literal 
front for hard-line nazi ideologies. 

In the May 1979 election, the chickens 
came home to roost. Having put up over 
300 candidates, the Front averaged a 
pathetic 637 votes per constituency, less 
than half what it had achieved in October 
1974. The only region in which the NF 
managed to top 2 per cent of the vote 
was London, and the only three areas 
outside London were West Bromwich, 
Leicester and Wolverhampton. Even in 
seats that the Front had fought 
previously, the Front’s vote declined: in 


inner London seats fought in both 
elections, the mean NF vote declined 
from 4.3 to 3.0 per 


cent, in 
Wolverhampton from 4.0 to 2.5 per cent 
and in Leicester from 5.2 to 2.4 per cent. 


_ In the aftermath of May 1979, then, the 


~ y : : 
has happened in the past, the door was. 
thus open to blood -texting. The NF itsel 











WORDS OF WISDOM 


“IS this who | think it is?” writes a 
Searchlight reader on a cutting he has sent us 
from The Guardian. It is a letter, published on 
21 May, entitled “When Bruce Kent fails to 
win the Catholic vote’ and outlines the 
deep gratitude of one Catholic (so she says) 
to Monseigneur Bruno Heim for his recent 
sharp attack on CND secretary Bruce Kent. 

The letter is signed B.W. Carthew. And, 
yes, it is who our reader thinks it is, namely 
Bee Carthew, former anti-immigration 
activist, associate of Birdwood, Proctor et 
al, and currently involved with the hard- 
pressed WISE. 


* * % 


MACHO MARTIN 


AND while we are on the subject of letters 
to The Guardian, our attention was drawn to 
a Curious little epistle which appeared in 
that paper on 17 May. Describing events at 
London’s Chapel Market where fascist 
paper sellers have fought a losing battle 
against local ANL activists, NF leader 
Martin Webster claims, astonishingly, that 
“the leftists cockily chant ‘Smash the 
racists off the streets’. The moment they 
attempt to put their chant into effect they 
get battered”. 

All of which is very odd. Webster should, 
in fact, have a quiet word with his NF 
deputy chairman lan Anderson, who has 
recently appeared as a witness in a London 
court, complaining that when he visited 
Chapel Market to sell papers, he himself 
was battered senseless. The court, of 
course, will decide upon the truth of all this, 
but in the meantime perhaps the two of 
them should put their heads together, 
possibly at one of Webster's Friday night 
soirées, and get the line right. 


* % * 


FLAGGING ON FOUR 


THE bland, anodyne and identikit nature of 
the National Front and British National 
Party election broadcasts (both culminating 
with clone-looking “leaders”, framed by 
union jacks) will probably obscure the 
controversy which surrounded their 
broadcast, if not on the main networks, 
then certainly on Channel Four. 

Indeed, considerable pressure was put on 
Channel Four executives by producers not 
to put out the fascist broadcasts at all. 
Finally, however, it was reluctantly agreed 
that the broadcasts should happen, but be 
preceeded by a disclaimer from Channel 
Four, making clear their distress that nazis 
should be provided a free public platform. 

Even this modest proposal was vetoed, 
however: this time by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority. 


GO DOWN THE SEWER, 
MAUDE 


We have pointed out, not infrequently, how 
“immigration control” has been listed, in 
the mouths of Government spokesmen, as 
part of the Tories’ law and order policy. Ina 
highly unpleasant piece in 7he Observer 
(29.5.82), former Information Minister 
Angus Maude takes this one step further. In 
the following paragraph, attacking Roy 
Jenkins, Maude makes his own view clear: 
that black people are a scourge comparable 
with violent crime and pornography: 

“Lastly, Mr Jenkins repeatedly accuses 
the Tories of ‘intolerance’, without once 
even hinting at what he means. What are 
the things which Mr Jenkins would 
tolerate, but Conservatives would not? 
Inflation? Over-manning and 
uncompetitiveness in industry: 
Undemocratic and bullying trade unions? 
Violent crime? More immigration? Pornography? 
If not, what?” (our emphasis). 

Nasty as it is, we should however 
welcome Mr Maude’s intervention. 
Alongside the candidacy of people like 
Harvey Proctor and Tom Finnegan, it makes 
clear the transparent hypocrisy of the 
Conservatives’ cynical election slogan that 
“Labour says he’s black, the Tories say he’s 
British”, by confirming that, for many 
Tories, the terms “black” and “British” are 
in fact mutually exclusive. 


% % * 


LAWSON’S ROAD 


FUNNY how a little scandal about a former 
nazi can bring worms, long buried in the 
woodwork, scurrying to the surface. When 
the Daily Telegraph, commenting on the 
Thomas Finnegan furore, saw fit to criticise 
the NF’s “prejudice against international 
capitalism”, it received, and published, a 
letter containing a spirited defence of the 
NF election manifesto. 








The letter came from Richard Lawson 
who, since those glamorous days when he 
edited the NF newspaper and was in the 
leadership of the National Party, has taken 
something of a backseat, emerging only 
occasionally to help Martin Webster 
compile Lifting the lid off the Anti-Nazi League 
or to publish very occasional issues of his 


very own, but happily defunct, nazi 
‘cultural’ journal Heritage and Destiny. 
But his latest re-emergence is not 


altogether surprising: for both he and 
Finnegan were members of the same anti- 
Tyndall faction which eventually split from 
the NF to form the National Party. 


* % * 
SALISBURY REVIEWED 


IT’s good to see that recently republished, 
this time in paperback form, was that useful 
survey of the far right, 7he New Fascists, 
written by the world’s greatest living expert 
on fascism and terrorism, Professor Paul 
Wilkinson. 

Indeed, the Professor has now added a 
further string to his bow by becoming the 
world’s greatest living authority on right- 
wing Russian emigre groups after an 
unintentional exercise in what social 
scientists call ‘participant observation’. 

We are glad to be able to report, however 
that the learned professor, who describes 
himself as ‘’a wet conservative” has 
changed his publisher since another of his 
works, Militancy in the Public Services was 
published in 1981. For then, his publishers 
were none other than the extremely 
distasteful Salisbury Group whose 
pronouncements on race and other issues 
have attracted not altogether favourable 
comment in Searchlight, of which the 


professor is an avid reader. 










PROFESSOR PAUL WILKINSON on ‘Militancy 
in the Public Services’. Salisbury Group's 
pamphlet No. 7. From 7 Lord North St, SW1. 
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New Society 12/6/87. 
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Caught in the act: the gentleman in the window is notorious Brighton nazi and publisher 
Alan Hancock, pictured at his Heidelburg Hotel. What is he reading? You've guessed it — 
Searchlight. 
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SUSSEX FRONT — THE VOICE 
OF NF DISSIDENTS? 


There’s a general rule with fascist 
publications: however tatty and grubby- 
minded might be the official publications 
from the head office of a fascist party, the 
local magazines will be tattier and grubbier 
to the nth degree. If head office has 
problems spreading its ill-spelled thoughts 
over twelve pages, then the local enthusiasts 
will be hard put to manage four pages of 
even more bizarre thinking and spelling. 
And so on. 


Nevertheless, this well established rule of 
fascist literary activity seems to be turned on its 
head by Sussex Front, the local magazine of the 
National Front Brighton branch. Over the last 
year or so, Sussex Front has steadily increased its 
size and brushed up its outward appearance. It 
used to have the standard feel of the local 
magazine, as its ill-set type recounted how 
Skinhead Bert downed unlimited pints of beer 
with Skinhead Fred after having made a nuisance 
of themselves at a football match. Every now 
and again, a more mature fascist would weigh in 
with a bit ‘intellectual’ fascist politics (references 
to conspiracies and all that), but basically Sussex 
Front resembled little more than the social 
calender for south coast racist skinheads. 


“Star reporter” 


Slowly all that has been changing. Firstly Sussex 
Front a few months ago announced that Steve 
Brady had joined the team producing the 
magazine (in the capacity of official ‘‘star 
reporter’), and since then the magazine has 
stopped looking like a production whose total 
circulation is a handful of Brighton NF 
members. So much so that by this May’s issue, 
(number 22 to be precise), Sussex Front, with its 
twelve pages of well-set headlines, illustrations 
and photos, is looking more professional than 
what comes periodically out of the NF head 
office. 

It is not that Sussex Front has established for 
itself a specialist topic in the world of fascist 
politics — which would be one method for a 
local publication to increase its circulation. In 
fact it doesn’t appear to be aimed at the already 
converted hard-core fascist, but, on the contrary, 
it is one of those ‘newsy’ type fascist publications 
which seeks to attract new recruits by short, easy- 
to-understand snippets of racism. 

What is immediately apparent about Sussex 
Front number 22 is that it has preserved its local 
focus. All three front-page stories have, if one 
pardons the phrase, local colour. And all three 
seem designed to convince the residents of the 
South Coast that Sussex is on the verge of 
becoming an area with more West Indians than 
Brixton and more Asians than Southall. 

The main story proclaims that ‘‘more and 
more Blacks and Asians are moving into the 
Brighton and Worthing areas’’. Since the 
beginning of the year, we are told, “‘the influx 
has been staggering’’. It’s not just the ‘‘sullen 
Black faces which stare at you from street 
corners’ (and there is an accompanying photo of 
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black faces, which Spearhead, published by rival 
fascist John Tyndall, used on its cover several 
years ago); but it’s ‘‘the hordes of Asians that are 
on the move that pose the real problems’’. It 
seems that Brighton has fallen to the ‘‘Asian 
invaders’’; and as for Worthing, the invasion has 
already started: ‘‘the last week in April saw the 
loss of Greg and Carol’s newsagents on the 
corner of Little High Street to Asians’’. 


Sussex invaders 


Now all this is rather perplexing: despite its wish 
to stir up images of invaders whooping down 
from the South Downs, all Sussex Front can 
come up with is Greg and Carol and the new 
proprietors to their former business. The other 
front page stories are even more desperate: one 
says that Labour is proposing in its manifesto for 
Brighton Borough Council to ‘‘open the 
floodgates to unemployed coloured immigrants 
and their families to move down to Brighton’’. 
This means, of course, that after extensive 
searching, Sussex Front has been unable to find 
any such “‘unemployed coloured immigrants”’ 
and their families actually living in Brighton at 
the moment. Hence the necessity for a scare. 

The third story is based on ‘‘persistent 
rumours’’ (and we can guess who persistently are 
spreading the rumours) that ‘“‘super-rich Indian 
Businessmen’’ are about to establish ‘‘Ethnic 
Holidays’’, catering specifically for those few 
remaining Asians who are not about to establish 
permanent residence in Brighton. Such is Sussex 
Front’s depth of feeling about this persistent 
rumour that it ends its ‘story’ with a capitalised 
“GOD FORBID!”’. 


Ted Budden. 


The contents of Sussex Front’s inner pages are 
just the sort of thing one often finds in the NF’s 
paper National Front News, published inter- 
mittently by the head office. There’s the 
customary surfeit of muggers and non-white 
violent criminals (persistent rumours rather than 
established facts are still the order of the day). 


Page three has a little plug for Harvey Proctor, 
the Conservative MP for Basildon, who is 
rapidly becoming a Volk hero in these circles: 
“Black Crime Figures: Harvey Foils Cover-Up’’ 
runs the headline, which together with two 
accompanying photographs, one sketch in 
silouette and an illustration dominates the mere 
thirteen lines of story. 

There’s another little story (nine lines of print, 
three lines of headline and one photo) which 
claims that Sikhs are ‘‘now above the law’’, 
because schools are unable to ‘‘ban Sikh pupils 
from wearing turbans’’; in this way Sussex Front 
obscurely implies that the wearing of turbans is 
illegal, which no doubt it would be if Sussex 
Front had its way. 


Jewish conspiracy 


The middle page spread is all about the royal 
family and its lack of well-bred racism (three 
photographs, one union jack and one illustrative 
crown). Princess Diana is persona non grata: 
“‘She visited Ethnic Minorities in Birmingham’’, 
and, as for her husband, it seems as if he will 
never be forgiven for ‘“‘his public pronouncement 
that the Black trio, The Three Degrees, were his 
favourite singers’’. This piece ends with one of 
the few hints in issue number 22 of things 
conspiratorial: ‘‘Royalism on its own, 
manipulated by sinister Establishment forces 
bent on mongrelising the British people, will 
mean an end to Great Britain as we know it’’. 

‘Sinister forces’ and ‘mongrelisation’ mean 
only one thing in the Curious Speak of fascist 
politics: the World Jewish Conspiracy. What is 
of note is that the writer feels the need to adopt 
this code. Since 1978 the National Front has been 
throwing off the restraints of Curious Speak in 
order to call Jews, at best, ‘Jews’ and frequently 
much worse. The anti-semitism of National 
Front News has become quite apparent, just as in 
the old days Sussex Front used to parade the 
same old obsession. It is as if the two 
publications have exchanged places. 

Perhaps the transition has been made all the 
smoother by some old links. The photo which is 
meant to illustrate sullen black faces hasn’t just 
appeared in Sussex Front and Spearhead. Back 
in August 1976 it covered the front page of 
Britain First, which supported the National 
Party and which was the forerunner to National 
Front News. In that same issue of Britain First, 
as in most others of that time, was an article by 
Ted Budden, now coincidently chairman of 
Brighton NF and regular ‘Diarist’ of Sussex 
Front. Also contributing to that same issue was 
Steve Brady, now, of course, reappearing in the 
role of star reporter. 

Britain First was in those days the focus of 
attention for a group of dissident NF members, 
who wanted to ditch the old guard of Tyndall 
and Webster. Well, Tyndall has been ditched, 
but Webster still remains. Could Sussex Front, 
which significantly fails to mention any of the 
current NF national leadership, provide a similar 
focus? That might explain why it seems to be 
better produced and better financed than any 
other local fascist magazine. 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND UP 








Fascists active in 
French street riots 


AMIDST the recent demonstrations 
and streetfighting in Paris and 
elsewhere against the Mitterrand 
government’s policies, extreme 
rightists have been noticeably active 
and already a chilling slogan has 
emerged: ‘‘We got Allende, now we’ll 
get Mitterrand’’. 


The most important mobilisation has 
been among students, hopefully seen on the 
right as a crucial element in a ‘May ’68 in 
reverse’. The government’s draft university 
reform bill envisages easier access to 
university but a tightening-up of what 
happens after that, with a vigorous 
selection of students for specialised subjects 
after two years of general studies and a 
reworking of courses to make them more 
relevant to the needs of the economy. These 
changes have infuriated students on the left 
and the right: the left because they oppose 
the selection provisions, the right because 
they see the proposals as ‘levelling-down’ 
and ‘devaluing’ degrees. While many of the 
students involved in demonstrations have 
been left-wing or non-aligned, it has been 
the right, and to a disturbing degree the 
ultra-right, who have been making the 
running. 

The original national co-ordinating 
committee against the bill, launched in 
April, involved members of the extreme 
right Parti des Forces Nouvelles (PFN) and 
Group Union Defence (GUD). From the 
time of the earliest demonstrations, in 
April, such groupings were active in clashes 
with the police. These clashes, ironically, 
have led to the infamous CRS riot police 
being denounced not as nazis as in ’68 but 
as gauchistes — leftists. In early May the 
GUD and PFN held a press conference 
(sitting under a French flag and a poster of 
the Spanish extreme right party, Fuerza 
Nueva) and denounced the police and the 
university bill’s attack on ‘‘the future elites 
of France’’. The involvement of black- 
jacketed youths, sometimes non-students, 
in violent clashes has led to increasing 
worries about non-rightist opponents of the 
bill, and has tended to fragment the 
movement into separate demonstrations 
and separate co-ordinating committees, 
whose participants emphasise that they 
want no truck with the far right. A 
disturbing aspect of recent events, by no 
means unique to the fight against the 
university bill, has been the open 





collaboration between extreme rightists and 
the forces of the official right around the 
Gaullist RPR and ex-President Giscard’s 
UDF. 

Ultra-rightists have been active in other 
mobilisations in recent months, notably in 
small employers’ demonstrations against 
price controls. Two demonstrations in Paris 
on 8 May to commemorate Joan of Arc 
brought together several thousand 
supporters of the ultra-right. The smaller 
manifestation, 1,000 strong, was organised 
by the Front Nationale while the larger 
(3,000) was predominantly royalist, 
involving Action Francaise, le Pays Réel, 
L’Oeuvre Francaise and other groupings. 
While such numbers are still small, the base 
which ultra-rightists have built among 
students and businessmen is a matter of 
grave concern. 


Right-wing police 
take to the streets 


THE Prefect of Paris Police, the head 
of National Police and several high 
ranking police officials were dismissed 
after alarming anti-government police 
demonstrations in the capital on 3 
June. 

Following the funeral of two of their 
colleagues, two unauthorised marches 
broke out, with the National Front’s leader, 
Jean Marie Le Pen playing a prominent role 
in the events. Led by the right-wing union 
SNIP (independent Union of National 
Police), about 1,000 demonstrators 
marched through the streets to protest at 
the Justice Ministry. 

Shortly after, some 2,500 demonstrators, 
belonging mainly to the extreme right-wing 
union FPIP (Professional Independent 
Federation of Police), many of them 
uniformed and armed, made their way to 
the Presidential Palace and Interior 
Ministry. CRS units, disobeying orders to 
block their passage by using tear gas if 
necessary, and in obvious sympathy with 
the marchers, allowed them to get within 
100 yards of the Elysee Palace. 

The prominence of Le Pen on the 
demonstrations pointed to his active 
involvement in planning what were claimed 
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Participants at the Bad Hersfeld SS reunion. 





to be spontaneous demonstrations. 

The FPIP represents only three per cent 
of police officers, but is very strong among 
the metro security force. It is linked to the 
‘legitimate defence’ movement which, with 
15-20,000 members throughout the 
country, calls for the re-establishment of 
the death penalty and the setting up of 
vigilante groups to combat street crime and 
robberies. 


DENMARK 


KKK prosecution 


The Minister for Justice in Denmark 
has decided to prosecute two Ku Klux 
Klan members for race discrimination, 
according to the Danish daily 
newspaper Politikei. 

The two men had expressed virulently 
racist statements in an interview in 
Rapport, a down-market Danish magazine. 
Foreigners, Jews, Greenlanders and 
communists should be ‘‘eradicated’’, they 
said, by violent means if necessary. The 
magazine’s chief editor is also to be 
prosecuted. 

The decision by Justice Minister Erik 
Ninn Hansen reverses an earlier decision on 
the matter taken by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 


WEST GERMANY 





SS reunion clashes 


SEVERAL people were arrested and 
others injured during militant 
demonstrations recently against the 
annual reunion of the Waffen-SS. 
Meeting in Bad Hersfeld for the fourth 
successive year, the ex-SS men were called 
upon by their chairman, Albert Stenwedel, 
to fight against the ‘‘spirit of dissolution’’ 
which pervaded German institutions. 
Outside the reunion some 5,000 anti-fascists 
were cordoned off by police from 50 neo- 
nazi counter-demonstrators. During the 
reunion weekend, Michael Kuhnen’s 
Aktionsfront Nationaler Sozialisten held a 
meeting to establish a local branch of their 
organisation. 
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Afrikaaner Resistance Movement leader Eugene Terre’Blanche arriving at court in South 


Africa to answer charges of illegally possessing arms and ammunition. On 13 June two of 
his co-defendants, Jacob Viljoen and Hendrik Jacobz were found guilty of treason, and 
planning to assassinate black leaders. They were gaoled for 15 years. 








WAR CRIMES 


SS man extradition 
bid refused 


IN Madrid a former member of the 
Waffen SS was released from custody 
after an application for his extradition 
to Holland was turned down. 

Holland had asked Spain to extradite 
Auke-Bert Pattist and alleged that he had 
been involved in detaining and ill-treating 
Dutch citizens during the Second World 
War. Pattist is Dutch by birth but became a 
Spaniard by naturalisation after fleeing to 
Spain at the end of the war. He had already 
been tried and sentenced to life 
imprisonment in absentia. 


Another war crimes trial in Holland 
acquitted Albert Talens who was accused of 
being involved in the extermination of 
mentally handicapped children at Dachau. 
Witnesses from Israel and the United States 
had given conflicting evidence. 

Meanwhile the proceedings against Klaus 
Barbie, the SS ‘Butcher of Lyons’ are 
continuing in France. In addition to the 
French investigation into his activities 
working for the Gestapo in France, the 
Dutch authorities have been investigating 
alleged war crimes in Amsterdam in 1940. 
These included organising the deportation 
of Dutch freemasons to Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp and the torture and 
summary execution of a member of the 
Dutch resistance. It is reported that, while 
in Bolivia, Barbie boasted to a journalist 
about a raid on a cafe in which he was 
involved. 





He is quoted as saying ‘‘There were 11 or 
12 Jews in it. There was Cahn (one of the 
owners) who had such a beautiful bald 
head. I picked up an ashtray that stood 
there and hit him on the head. It ripped him 
open from top to shoulder’’. 

In East Berlin the trial has ended of 
Heinz Barth, a former SS officer who was 
involved in the reprisal massacres at 
Oradour sur Glane in France in 1944, and at 
Lidice in Czechoslovakia in 1942. At 
Oradour Barth personally shot dead 20 men 
with a machine gun. He was sentenced to 
life imprisonment on 7 June. 

The current drive against nazi war 
criminals can be expected to continue. At 
the moment Israel and the United States are 
considering the deportation of 10 nazis now 
living in North America, including 
Archbishop Valerian Trifa of the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church, who was 
involved with the Iron Guard, the 


Rumanian fascist movement, responsible 
for the murders of thousands of Jews and 
Christians. 





AUSTRALIA 





Holocaust 
apologists down 
under 


THE Australian League of Rights has 
recently shocked Australians by 
holding a five-week exhibition in 
Adelaide which claims that the 
Holocaust was ‘‘the hoax of the 
century’’. 

The League, along with other extreme 
rightists, claims that the murder of six 
million Jews by the nazis never happened. 
The site of the exhibition was the 
prestigious Constitutional Museum, which 
sets aside a section of its facilities for the 
use of minority groups. After the Adelaide 
display, the League intends to take the 
exhibition to country areas. The League is a 
sister organisation of the British League of 
Rights, run by Australian expatriate Don 
Martin. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ FASCIST ATTACKS ON CND RALLIES 


Two more attacks by fascists on peace 
campaigners have been reported. 

At Dartford, on 11 May, police intervened and 
arrested three members of the British Movement 
at a CND meeting at Westgate Road. Eighteen 
BM members were involved in a confrontation 
with CND supporters at the rally. 

At Hull on 1 May, two CND supporters were 
injured by a group of young men chanting 
National Front slogans. Humberside chairperson 
Martin Shaw has called on the police to 
investigate fascist groups. 

““We have had trouble with these people 
before. They have attacked us when we have 
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been distributing CND leaflets and they have 
disrupted our meetings. 

“They are a danger and a nuisance because 
they have no political support and just resort to 
violence’’, he said. (Yorkshire Post 3.5.83; Hull 
Daily Mail 3.5.83.) 


e@ AID FOR BLACK ENTERPRISE 
ATTACKED 


A scheme to give limited aid to black 
businessmen in the West Midlands, has been 
attacked by groups including the National Front, 
local white businessmen, the West Midlands 
Ratepayers Federation, and even a group 
claiming to represent black businessmen. 

Michael Portillo, Tory parliamentary 
candidate for Perry Barr, said he thought the 
scheme discriminated against white people and 
should be made illegal, if it wasn’t illegal 
already. Tory County Councillor Brian Mogford 
called the scheme a ‘‘double dose of 
discrimination’’. 


The scheme involved £200,000 out of a total of 
£8 million being spent by the West Midlands 
County Council to create new jobs in the region. 
The plan was to distribute the money in loans at 
up to £10,000 a time. 

The scheme was initially welcomed by Fazlun 
Khalid, regional principal officer for the 
Commission for Racial Equality. 

“Tt will be good for the whole community, not 
just black people, if black people are encouraged 
to apply for these grants’’, he said. He said he 
was in favour of helping the disadvantaged, but 
not positive discrimination for black people. 

Later, Aaron Haynes, national director of 
employment conditions of the Commission for 
Racial Equality, warned the County Council that 
the scmeme could be illegal. 

The scheme is now to be redrafted so that any 
socially disadvantaged would-be businessmen 
from inner city areas in the West Midlands can 
apply. (Wolverhampton Express & Star 20.5.83; 
Evening Mail 26.5.83, 25.5.83, 16.5.83 & 
10.5.83.) 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed ana 
discussed. 
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West German government 
plans mass repatriation 





by Stephen Castles 





The main party in the West German 
coalition government, the Christian 
Democratic Party (CDU-CSU), has 
announced its intention of drastically 
reducing the number of foreign 
immigrants in the country from its 
present level of 4.8 million to between 
two and three million by 1990. How 
precisely the government intends to 
achieve this unprecedented repatriation 
of over two million people in only 
seven years is not yet clear. 


From 1960 to the present day 


During the boom period of 1960-73, the 
West German authorities set up recruiting 
agencies in Southern Europe and Turkey, 
to bring in the foreign labour desperately 
needed by expanding industries. Selection 
procedures were designed to cream off 
skilled workers, who were employed in the 
least desirable job in West Germany. They 
were supposed to be ‘guest workers’ rather 
than immigrants. The idea was that they 
could be sent home if no longer needed. 
But, in fact, workers began to settle and 
bring in their families. 

By the beginning of the recession in 1973, 
recruitment to industries was stopped, 
whilst the trend towards family 
immigration and settlement had become 
more marked. Some workers did go home 
due to unemployment, but most stayed on. 
Today there are over one million foreign 
children in West Germany, and the second 
generation is beginning to reach school- 
leaving age. 


Institutionalised racism 


The situation of immigrants in West 
Germany is marked by extreme 
discrimination and state racism. Even 
children born to foreign parents have no 
right of residence, let alone to gaining 
German nationality. Policies towards 
naturalisation are extremely restrictive — in 
1980, for instance, only 15,000 foreigners 
were granted citizenship. Immigrants have 
to apply for residence and work permits, 
which may be withheld if German workers 
are thought to be available. In fact, 
foreigners live in constant insecurity, for 
unemployment may lead to loss of a work 
permit, which in turn may cause withdrawal 
of the residence permit — the result being 
deportation. Convictions for quite minor 
offences (such as shoplifting and driving 
under the influence of drink) can also result 
in deportation. 


There can be no doubt that racism. has 
been a major factor in West German society 
throughout the post-war period. The 
‘guest-worker’ system is intrinsically a 
system of institutionalised racism, for it 
defines a specific group of workers as 
inferior and denies them human and civil 
rights. Most sections of West German 
society — including the trade unions — 
have acquiesced in this discriminatory 
system. 


The rise of neo-nazism 


As the economic crisis deepens, foreign 
immigrants are being made into scapegoats 
for unemployment. With over two and a 
half million jobless, the mass media daily 
push home their message that repatriation 
would provide the necessary jobs for 
Germans. Moreover, as has been shown 
repeatedly in attitude surveys, latent racist 
attitudes are widespread throughout the 
population. Blaming minorities for social 
and economic problems has a long tradition 
in Germany and is deeply rooted in popular 
culture. 

What is disturbing about recent 
developments, though, is the transition 
from latent attitudes to open and violent 
expressions of racism. In the last three years 
there has been a growth in racist attacks. 
Neo-nazi groups, who have considerably 
increased their membership, have been at 
the forefront of this trend. Though actual 
physical violence is carried out by a small 
group on the fringes of the extreme right, 
large sections of the population accept it. 
And racist attitudes are strengthened by 
press campaigns in ‘quality’ papers, which 
spread the view that Germany is being 
swamped by alien cultures, and that a large 
proportion of the immigrants — especially 
the Turks, who comprise one-third of the 
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National Democratic Party 
take to the streets. 


activists, including election candidate Manfred Timmermann, 


total immigrant population — cannot be 
integrated. 


Racist influence in party 
politics 


These trends have had a considerable 
impact on parties and their policies. In late 
1981, the SPD-FDP government introduced 
measures to prevent entry of dependents: 
the maximum age of entry was dropped 
from 17 to 15, and wives or husbands of 
foreign workers were only to be admitted 
one year after marriage. 

The CDU, which made repatriation a 
major electoral theme in 1982 and 1983, has 
now declared that ‘‘Germany is not a 
country of immigration’’. The CDU and 
CSU have adopted slogans and demands 
first put forward by the neo-nazi NPD: a 
ban on entry of dependents, stopping 
foreigners sponging off the social services, 
deportation of foreign criminals, strict 
measures against political militants, etc. 

Even before the CDU-CSU got into 
power in October 1982, administrative 
measures were being taken against 
immigrants. The local Foreigners Police 
was instructed to deport people applying 
for social security benefits. Strict use was 
made of powers to deport persons 
convicted of offences — both to ‘‘protect 
German society”? and to save on prison 
expenditure. Officials of the housing 
departments were sent to visit the dwellings 
of foreigners with tape measures — not to 
make sure that they had adequate housing, 
but to deport them where their living space 
was Officially considered inadequate. 

In October 1982, the new government set 
up a commission to suggest measures to 
bring about repatriation and prevent 
further entries. Its report was published at a 
press conference on 3 March 1983, three 
days before the general election — no 
coincidence. Recommendations include 
dropping the maximum age of entry for 
dependent children to 5, making wives of 
husbands wait several years before gaining 
entry, general rules for deportation in the 
event of unemployment or application for 
social security benefits. Rules for 
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deportation in the event of criminal 
offences or political activity are also to be 
made considerably more severe. The 
philosophy inherent in the new policy is 
that foreigners are a threat to West German 
society. They are only to be tolerated as 
long as they bring economic gain; they 
should be deported if ill, old, unemployed 
or otherwise unwanted on the labour 
market. 


Building an anti-racist 
movement 


The vast majority of immigrants in West 
Germany are not going to leave voluntarily. 
Most of them have no chance of returning 
to their countries of origin, for the 
economic and political crisis in countries 
like Turkey gives them no prospect of 
earning a living there. The immigrants are 
in Germany to stay, and are developing 


their own distinctive communities there. 
Nothing short of genocide will force them 
out. What the measures of the new 
government will do is to increase 
discrimination against immigrants and 
isolate them further from German workers. 
Marginalisation and ghettoes will be the 
consequence, leading to the very social 
problems that the authorities claim he want 
to avoid. 

Immigrants are not prepared to accept 
this situation. There is growing resistance to 
racism and discrimination. Immigrant 
youth are beginning to organise themselves 
against racist attacks and foreign workers 
are fighting within the unions in order to 
force them to take a clear line against 
discrimination at work. Immigrants’ 
political organisations are no longer 
concerned solely with affairs in their 
countries of origin, but are demanding 
political rights in West Germany. To their 


credit, many Germans — trade unionists, 
young people, students — are helping to 
build an anti-racist movement. They have 
learnt from what happened in Germany 50 
years ago: if minorities are made into 
scapegoats for the crisis, it is a prelude to an 
attack on the rights of the whole working 
population. The anti-racist movement is 
growing fast. 


@A public hearing to condemn the 
violation of human rights of immigrants in 
West Germany was held in Frankfurt am 
Main on 3-5 June. Details from: Initiative 
Auslanderpolitik und Menschenrechte, 
Mainzer Landstrasse 239-241, 6000 
Frankfurt am Main, West Germany, tel. 
0611-73 78 78. 





THE FAMILY 
PATROL 


GROUP 





Who can forget the spectacle, in June 
1981, of Mrs Thatcher in blue at a 
garden party as young people rioted 
and cities burned? She responded to 
the uprisings by blaming the parents; 
and in some of the provisions of the 
Criminal Justice Act 1983 we see that 
response fully fledged and armed. The 
provisions, with the now dormant 
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill, were 
designed as a strategy for the control 
of jobless youth. Newman brings the 
neighbours into the police force with 
the neighbourhood watch scheme; 
Parliament brings in policing by the 
family. Parents are now to be 
responsible for fines and compensation 
orders imposed on their children under 
17 (ss26, 27) unless they can persuade 
the magistrates that it would be 
unreasonable to make them pay. 
Parents could always be asked to act as 
surety for their children’s good 
behaviour, but they now stand to lose 
up to £500 (from £200) if the child re- 
offends (s28). And if children who are 
subject to a care order are still living at 
home and commit another offence, the 
magistrates have a new power to order 
the local authority to keep the child 
away from his or her home (s22). 

So, if the family can’t or won't police 
their own children, the courts now step 
in and punish the parents directly. The 
courts have been given another new 
power, too — if they impose a 
supervision order on a juvenile, they 
can impose conditions, including a 
‘night restriction order’ (a curfew), 
ordering the juvenile to stay indoors for 
up to 10 hours every night for a month 
(s20). A breach of the condition — even 
popping across the road to see a friend, 
or down to the off-licence for some 
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cigarettes — could result in arrest. 

Hand in hand with these new powers 
of control goes the whittling down of 
safeguards for people charged with 
crimes. The defendant's right to make 
an unsworn statement from the dock 
has been abolished (s72). This was done 
by an amendment in the Lords just 
after the Bardford 12's victory in June 
1982, when nine of the defendants had 
made a dock statement in which they 
were able to talk freely about the 
political reasons for their actions. 

These provisions sneaked on to the 
statute book rather too quietly, partly 
because they were buried in a long Act 
which covers a lot of different areas, 
and partly because, until the Police Bill, 
not enough people were aware, or 
concerned, about the degree to which 
the systematic removal of civil rights 
and liberties is an inherent and 
necessary part of the Tories’ strategy 
for the unemployed and the ‘never- 
employed’ of the cities. 


ABUSE AT 
6} Da) She 


ENQUIRY 





The report by the Home Affairs 
Committee in favour of an ethnic 
question in the next census should be 
seen for what it is: not an investigation 
of the issue, but a search for support 
for a decision already made. The 
Committee had already indicated its 
attitude towards an ethnic question in 
its 1981 report on ‘‘racial 
disadvantage’’. Then, it expressed its 
‘regret’? that there was no such 
question in the 1981 census and 
recommended the inclusion of an 
ethnic question in the 1986 sample 
census. 


The government reply to the report 
explained that the ethnic question had 
been dropped because of the strength 
of opposition to it and that no such 
question could be successful unless 
“public opinion is considerably more 
favourable’’ than it was in 1979. The 
latest ‘enquiry’ was, in this context, an 
attempt to find support and 
justification for an ethnic question in 
the next census. 

The Committee, which was unanimous in 
its report, made no attempt to understand 
black and anti-racist opposition to an 
ethnic question. The opposition to the test 
census in Haringey in 1979 was dismissed as 
the work of a ‘‘small number of 
organisations which totally misrepresented 
the object of the Test’’, while critics of an 
ethnic question who appeared before the 
Committee were subjected to some rough 
treatment. 

Sociologist Atam Vetta, for example, 
who said that British governments had not 
kept their promises in immigration law, was 
told he was talking ‘‘utter gibberish’’, while 
Councillor Grant from Haringey was told 
that it was a myth that there was a group of 
Tory MPs who supported repatriation. (In 
fact, the Monday Club which supports 
repatriation had 15 MPs in the last 
parliament.) The representative of the 
Haringey Black Parents’ Pressure Group 
was questioned about his organisation. 
When he pointed out that such questions 
had not been put to white people he was 
reprimanded and ignored for the rest of the 
session. 

It was not surprising then, that the 
Committee reported in favour of an ethnic 
question in the next census. But it also, on 
its own admission, went out of its way to 
issue a press release to appease opposition. 
“‘Black people in the US’’, it said, ‘‘want 
and use ethnic questions in the Census. . . 
black pressure groups could use ethnic data 
much more convincingly to make their case 
if that data were authoritative and 
accurate... .”’ What the Committee didn’t 
say was just how counting black people 
could combat the racism institutionalised in 
British society, and just how it differed 
from the immigration numbers game. 


RACISM AND 


MEDICINE 


In Searchlight No.96 we reported on 
attempts being made to deport 
Overseas nurses about to complete 
their student training in Newham. 
Now, the Overseas Doctors 
Association (ODA) has brought another 
example of discrimination against 
black medical students to the fore. This 
time it is trainee doctors at Northwick 
Park Training Scheme in West London 
that are being discriminated against. 

Amongst the criteria for accepting 
students on to the Northwick Park 
Training Scheme is the direction: “‘It is 
desirable for applicants to be British 
candidates”. This is clearly determined 
to discriminate against black people 
even before they enter the medical 
profession. 





The ODA took the matter to the 
Commission for Racial Equality, which 
advised them that the only way 
discrimination could be proved would 
be for an overseas graduate to apply to 
the Northwick Park Training Scheme 
and then be turned down. But as Dr 
Ponnampalam, a highly qualified 
surgeon from Hertfordshire, has 
pointed out, this advice actually runs 
contrary to the CRE’s own guidelines to 
the 1976 Race Relations Act, which 
state that a person discriminated 
against does not need to have applied 
for a job in order to make a complaint 
about arrangements of this kind. 

It is the belief of Dr Ponnampalam, 
who at the same time as highlighting 
the widespread discrimination against 
black people in the medical profession 
points to the racism meted out to the 
black people at the receiving end of it, 
that the CRE should have taken up this 
matter and used it as a test case on 
racism in medicine. Dr Ponnampalam 
has himself been the victim of 
discrimination in the medical service. 
Despite the fact that he is a highly 


qualified surgeon, entitled to the pay of 
a locum consultant, he is being paid at 
a lower rate by the DHSS. He is 
preparing to take his case to an 
industrial tribunal. Messages of 
support can be sent to him c/o Carf. 


Controls on doctors? 


Immigration controls on overseas- 
qualified doctors are being urged by the 
British Medical Association’s General 
Medical Services Committee in order to 
prevent British-trained doctors being 
unemployed. Overseas junior doctors 
would come for a period of higher 
training and not be eligible for ‘settled’ 


immigration status. Work permits would 
be issued to overseas senior doctors 
only when no local candidate could be 
found, The secretary of the Overseas 
Doctors’ Association said: “It is not the 


BMA’s business to say whether 
overseas doctors should be sent home 

. we will object to any element of 
compunction”’. (Sunday Telegraph 
22.5.83.) 
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POLICE 





Reading brutality claim 


Black leaders and staff on the Reading CRE have 
called for an enquiry into police brutality. 
According to RCRE officer Rajinder Sohpal, a 
black man was beaten up in Reading police 
station; 11 officers broke down the door of a 
black man’s home after he had called for 
protection from a racist attack; a West Indian 
woman was dragged through the street by two 
officers. (Evening Post 5.5.83.) 


Racist remarks 


At a fairground in Reading ‘‘a mob of more than 
150 youths stoned police’ after an arrest of a 
black youth. Inspector Ray predicted the 
incident as ‘‘a foretaste of what we are going to 
get this summer . . . This is what happens when 
coloureds congregate together’. (Sandwell 
Evening Mail 5.5.83.) Senior Thames Valley 
officers have disassociated themselves from 
Inspector Ray’s comments after Oxford’s CRO, 
Inayat Khan, protested that he could no longer 
give lectures in police training whilst people in 
the force held such ‘‘extreme racist views’’. 
(Oxford Mail 7.5.83.) 


Death in police station 


A police enquiry is to be held into the death of 
Ghanaian Nicholas Ofusu at Rotherhithe police 
station on 15 May. A post-mortem revealed he 
was killed by suffocation due to inhilation of 
vomit. But this explanation did not satisfy Errol 
Reid, police monitoring officer at Southwark. 
(The Times 17.5.83.) 





Colin Roach campaign 


Five hundred anti-racists marched through 
Hackney to show that, four months after Colin 
Roach’s mysterious police station death, 
demands for a public inquiry remain strong. 
Speakers, including Colin’s sister Pauline, 
emphasised that the inquest, due to be held on 6 
June at Clerkenwell Crown Court, would not be 
an adequate inquiry. The Hackney Black 
People’s Association has been refused 
application to attend the inquest as an 
“interested party’’ and the High Court has ruled 
that Hackney Town Hall, where protesters 
wanted the inquest held, cannot be used. 
(Morning Star 16.5.83; East London Advertiser 
13.5.83.) 


CRIME AND COMMUNITY 





Crime figures 


When the London crime figures were published 
illustrating ethnic origin of criminals (in answer 
to a parliamentary question tabled by Harvey 
Proctor), it was found that white crime far 
outnumbers black — and both have diminished 
in the last year. (Guardian 6.5.83.) 


Crime victimisation survey opposed 


The Islington Black Alliance has opposed a local 
survey on crime victims to be undertaken by Dr 
Jock Young, on the grounds that under the guise 
of helping to tackle the question of crime he will 
drive a wedge between black and white sections 
of the working-class community. Already 
Hackney Council has turned down the 
application for a similar survey after protests 
from local black groups. (/slington Gazette 
13.5.83, 20.5.83.) 


Police and public in North Wales 


North Wales Police Authority has organised a 
public meeting on 11 June to discuss the 
relationship between the force and _ the 
community to ‘‘ensure that the good liaison 
which has been built up over the years continues 
to flourish’. (Evening Leader 18.5.83.) 


Love thy neighbour? 


Streatham police have been asking the public 
what it thinks of the force, what crimes should 
receive priority and what they think of the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, whereby the 
community acts as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
police in the neighbourhood. A pilot scheme will 
be launched in Streatham if local people show 
they are willing to take part. (South London 
Press 6.5.83.) 


Neighbourhood watch area 


According to the police, burglaries in 
Kingsdown, Bristol, have fallen by 30 per cent 
since police began a_ pioneering inner-city 
neighbourhood watch scheme in January. 
Meanwhile, burglaries in Avon & Somerset 
police area as a whole, rose by 19 per cent. 
Similar schemes were launched in South Wales in 
March and Sir Kenneth Newman plans to 
introduce them soon in London. (The Times 
14.5.83.) 


SCHOOLS 





Children in sniper fire 


Two schoolchildren at an East Ham school were 
shot by an airgun sniper at lunchtime. Baljit 
Puaar had to have a pellet removed from his 
forehead. Police are appealing for information 
on the attack. (Newham Recorder 12.5.83.) 


Racist schoolboy suspended 


Skinhead Adam Saunders, aged 15, will not be 
returning to Malory school, Bromley, according 
to his parents. The headmistress had suspended 
him for putting up racist stickers in the school. 
“His conduct was totally unacceptable and it 
offended the ethos of Malory and the declared 
policy of the ILEA’’, she said. (Bromley 
Advertiser 12.5.83.) 


Police in Kilburn school row 


Following a ‘‘brawl’’ outside Brondesbury and 
Kilburn High school, three white and three black 
teenagers found themselves facing charges of 
causing an affray — which could lead to prison 
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or borstal sentences. Brent CRC accused the 
police of over-reacting in bringing the charges. 
The Brondesbury and Kilburn Defence 
Committee, which picketed the court hearing, 
asks for the charges to be dropped. (Willesden & 
Brent Chronicle 20.5.83.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Boy’s head split by meat cleaver 


A 16 year old Plaistow boy, Nilesh Patel, was 
nearly killed with a meat cleaver in a vicious 
attack. He needed 15 stitches to the head and 
seven to the hand. His attackers were found 
guilty of causing grievous bodily harm and 
malicious wounding. (Newham Recorder 
19.5.83.) 


Southall arson attack 


Queenie Khan had a lucky escape when fire 
swept through her home on the Golf Links 
Estate, Southall, for she was sleeping with 
neighbours. The fire, which police are treating as 
arson, claimed all Mrs Khan’s belongings. 
(Southall Gazette 20.5.83.) 


Racial harassment report 


Housing officials in Barnet Council have 
reported that people living on the Grange Estate 
in East Finchley have had excrement pushed 
through their letter-boxes and racist graffiti 
daubed on walls. The report on_ racial 
harassment says that though Asian families are 
the main victims, West Indian, Jewish and Irish 
people had also been harassed. (Finchley Press 
20.5.83.) 


Bolton house fire 


A terrified Asian family in Bolton is demanding 
rehousing following a fire attack on their council 
house. Police confirm that petrol or paraffin was 
poured against the front door of their home and 
set alight. According to the family, it is the 
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THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 


unintentional, but we hope through 


this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


second time that this has happened. ‘‘We want to 
be moved from here as quickly as possible before 
it happens again’’, said Mrs Patel. ‘‘Next time 
we could be killed’’. A spokesman for the 
community relations office described the attack 
as ‘‘a despicable act’? which ‘‘should be 
condemned by any responsible person in the 
community’’. (Evening News 23.5.83.) 


Unprovoked attack 


Teenage thugs used a knife to carry out a 
terrifying racial attack on an Asian mother in 
broad daylight in a Welwyn Garden City street. 
The woman was left with fractures to the skull, 
rib and elbow and knife wounds in the arm and 
face. The head of CID said: ‘‘We are treating 
this as a racial attack. It was quite unprovoked’’. 
Police are searching for three attackers, one with 
the word ‘SKIN’ on his jacket. (Welwyn & 
Hatfield Times 27.5.83.) 


RACE AND ELECTION 


Hattersley. The campaign relied on advertising 
with the slogans ‘“‘Labour says he’s black. We 
say he’s British’? under a picture of a young 
black professional man. Mr Hattersley said that 
the advert was disgraceful as there was no doubt 
that if you were black or Asian, a Tory vote was 
one for inequality and discrimination. (Daily 
Mirror 23.5.83.) 


Courting the ethnic vote 


At the last minute, a Conservative Party election 
slogan in Punjabi was withheld from distribution 
when a spot check revealed the dangers of instant 
translation. In English the slogan said 
Conservative policies were the country’s most 
important discovery since sliced bread. 
Translated into Punjabi it read, ‘Conservative 
policies are the country’s most important 
discovery since the advent of circumcised nans, 
Indian bread’’. (Observer 22.5.83.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Intimidation allegation rejected 


According to Michael Portillo, Conservative 
candidate for Perry Barr, Asians in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, were being intimidated into voting 
Labour at the election. Paul Nischal, standing as 
Conservative candidate in Small Heath, said, 
‘*Asian people are being told if they do not vote 
Labour, they will lose their jobs’. Jeff Rooker, 
Labour candidate for Perry Barr, said the 
allegations were disgraceful. ‘‘There is absolutely 
no truth in them . . . it is a tragic way of having 
to grope round for votes for Conservatives”’. He 
said people were entitled to vote in secret and if 
anyone had been intimidated, he would like to 
hear from them. (The Birmingham Post 
21.5.83.) 


Black or British? 


A Tory propaganda campaign to win black votes 
was condemned by Shadow Home Secretary Roy 
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Deportation postponed 


The Home Office has postponed the deportation 
of Afia Begum after the intervention of Lord 
Wedderburn. She had been granted an entry 
certificate in January 1982 to join her husband; 
but he was killed in a fire. She was allowed entry 
in June 1982 to settle his affairs, but the Home 
Office now regard her as an illegal immigrant. 
(Guardian 21.5.83.) 


Judge wants power to deport 


Judge Alexander Morrison, sentencing 
Mohammed. Rafiq at Derby Crown Court for 
making a false benefit claim, regretted that he 
could not deport him. ‘“‘You are a dishonest 
opportunist with a record of prison sentences for 
theft and deception ... I can’t help thinking 
about deportation. This is what should happen’, 
said the Judge, ‘‘but I have no powers to do 
that’’. (Derby Evening Telegraph 11.5.83.) 
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